34 THE BREAK-THROUGH ON THE MEUSE
very rapidly. We sat down to our typewriters and did
an " Eve of the Battle " story which was very exciting
reading, but unfortunately it did not get to London until
the German divisions had broken - through and the
2nd and pth Armies were in retreat. France was to
suffer a second Sedan defeat, and again they were to be
beaten back to the Loire, but this time there was to be
no Gambetta to rally the country.
On May 14, however, Captain Massis and other
officers of the G.HLQ. were confident of success. " We
are withdrawing our advance posts, as has always been
our intention,'9 he said, " but we will hold the Germans
on our main defence line/' He told us that General
Huntziger would like to see us that evening or the
next morning and would arrange to take us as near the
battle as possible. It turned out, however, that the
General was too busy. We learnt that G.H.Q. was
going to be moved back that night, and there were
rumours of a break-through on our left, where Corap's
army was trying to hold an extensive front. Instead of
seeing the General we had to be content with reading
his Order of the Day to the troops, which he had just
issued. It said that they must on no account retreat
from their posts on the Maginot Line, defending the
sacred soil of France. It was a heroic message from a
general to his troops, from a general who six weeks
later was to head the armistice delegation to sign the
terns of capitulation.
We motored back to Vouziers with our Press Lieu-
tenant, wto was disconsolate, having had to cancel his